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2008 FPA Annual Report 



Executive Summary 



The year 2008 is marked by challenges and demanding 
situations foremost of which was brought about by the 
unprecedented increase in fertilizer prices, the sinking of 
M/V Princess of the Stars - endosulfan issue, aerial 
spraying in banana plantations on the issue of economic 
considerations vis-a-vis public health and safety, and the 
difficulties in exports of some agricultural commodities 
such as mango, asparagus and okra to Japan due to 
pesticide residue problem. 


Inorganic fertilizer registered an unprecedented increase 
in price for the year 2008, which, coupled with marked 
soaring of prices of oil products, dealt a sharp blow to the 
nations economy particularly to prices of basic 
commodities. The prices of fertilizers such as Urea (46-0- 
0), ammonium sulfate (21-0-0) and complete fertilizer 
(14-14-14), three of the most widely used fertilizer grades 
in the country, increased by an average of 38.05%, 
40.97% and 52.36% from the 2007 average price of 
(P961/P1.551), (P541.78/P917) and (P796/P1,671), 

respectively. In support of the initiatives on organic 
fertilizer, the FPA through the assistance of the DA-GMA 
Com Program, coordinated techno-demonstration for ten 
(10) priority areas. The activity provided on-hand 
training to 655 participants from the local government 
units, extension workers and farmers. The FPA 
participated and provided support to the DA fertilizer 
coupon subsidy and Tipid Abono programs, advocacy on 
balanced fertilization and the registration of biofertilizer. 


For the pesticide sector, the year 2008 saw the approval 
of registration for 363 new pesticide products and 
renewed the registration of 579 roducts/ active 
ingredients. This is a welcome development since the 
availability of more products/formulation enhances 
competition which prompt manufacturers to develop 
better performing products at lesser price. 
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Through its regulatory mandate, the FPA, particularly, 
its Field Operations Division conducted a total of 
15,270 frequency inspection and monitoring activities to 
fertilizer and pesticide handlers, nationwide. In 
addition, a total of 103 clean-up drives were conducted, 
resulting to issuance of 58 Stop Use, Move and Sale 
orders for violation of FPA rules. Likewise, for quality 
monitoring, 559 samples were collected for confirmatory 
analysis. 

For licensing and accreditation of the different handlers, 
the FPA conducted and/or coordinated a total of 60 
training and accreditation seminars in 2008 with a total 
of 2,523 attendees for Accredited Safety 7 Dispenser of 
Fertilizer and Pesticides (ASD), Accredited Responsible 
Care Officers (ARCO) for pesticide companies and 
distributors personnel, Accredited Researchers for 
experts who are conducting experimental use on 
bioefficacy testing of fertilizer and pesticide products 
being applied for registration, Certified Pesticide 
Applicators (CPA) for fumigators and agricultural 
exterminators, and Mango Contractors licensing 
seminar for applicators and handlers of raw potassium 
nitrate as mango flower inducer. 

The FPA maintains its website (http://fp a.da.gov.ph) 
where information on FPA policies, retail prices 
registered fertilizer and pesticide products, and licensed 
fertilizer and pesticide handlers can be obtained. Prices 
are updated weekly from reports of FPA field personnel. 

The FPA took the lead and participated in local and 
international activities and agreements that includes 
the 12 th ASEAN Expert Working Group on Pesticide 
MRL Workshop hosted by Croplife Asia and Croplife 
Philippines in cooperation with the FPA. The FPA is the 
lead agency 7 in the implementation of the National 
Methyl Bromide Phase-out Strategy, for the control, 
reduction and phase-out of usage of methyl bromide for 
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non-quarantine and pre-shipment application in 
accordance with the provision of the Montreal Protocol for 
which the Philippines is one of the signatory country. The 
FPA likewise provided its experts in the Joint JICA/FPA 
Technical Assistance to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food of Cambodia. The FPA, the Local Government of Loo 
Valley in Buguias, Benguet, pesticide industry associations 
- CPAP, Croplife, and PICMA have established and 
launched a plastic recycling plant and a waste 
management facility to address the problem on safe 
disposal of empty pesticide containers. 


The FPA 2008 accomplishment report presents the 
agency’s major final output of its programs and activities 
categorized into live (5) major components: 1) Regulation 
and Enforcement; 2) Training, Accreditation, Information 
Dissemination and Extension Support; 3) Policy Support 
and Advocacy; 4) Project Implementation and 
International Commitments; and 5) Fiscal Performance. 
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I. Regulation and Enforcement 


Reoistratwil 


For the year 2008, a total of 1,329 
applications for product registration 
were approved. Of this figure, 387 
covered fertilizer products while 942 
registration were for pesticide 
products. The FPA registration 
system is a process by which end- 
users and consumers and the 
general public are assured of 
product quality and adherence to 
standards in efficacy and safety in 
application in accordance with label 
instruction and recommendation. 
The registration procedures takes 



efficacy and efficiency, safety to 
health and the environment on the 


into consideration the products’ 
applicators and protection of public 
adverse effects on the use of the product. 


Licensirw 



A total of 2,759 licenses were 
issued to fertilizer and pesticide 
handlers. From this total, 1,356 
licenses were processed and issued 
by the Central Office while 1,407 
were renewed at FPA regional 
offices. Licenses issued include 
agricultural handlers other than 
dealers, fertilizer repackers and 
pest control operators - fumigators 
and agricultural exterminators. 















Certificates, Perrrrits and other Documents 


A total of 3,547 documents and instruments were issued for the year at 
caption. These included pesticide import certificate, export permit, 
amendments, certifications, fertilizer E-VAT exemption certificate, and 
fertilizer and pesticide experimental use permit. 


Warehouse Registratign 


A total of 2,228 application for 
fertilizer / pe sticide warehouse 
registration were approved. 
Warehouse registration 

requirement carries with it 
inspection and approval of the 
registrants’ compliance to good 
housekeeping concept, training 
on basic knowledge of personnel 
on pesticide handling and 
preparedness for emergency and 
safety in the storage area and 
protection of the personnel, the 
immediate community and the 
environment. 
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Enforcement of Rules and Regulations 


For inspection and monitoring activities, a total of 15,720 monitoring 
frequency visits on fertilizer and pesticide handlers were conducted b\ 

FPA regional and provincial officers 
nationwide. These included 103 
clean-up drives conducted. Clean¬ 
up drives are coordinated region or 
province wide operations to inspect 
handlers of their compliance to FPA 
rules and regulations, safety in 
establishment and presence of fake, 
■unregistered or outdated products 
as well as sampling and random 
weighing of fertilizer to ensure the 
correct weight and product quality. 
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The operations likewise included advice by FPA field officers on current 
FPA policy, thrusts and adherence to safe handling and storage of 
fertilizer and pesticide products. Relatively, 58 Stop Use, Movement and 
Sale Order (SUMS) were issued covering violations of FPA rules and 
selling of products in violation with FPA regulatory procedures. 

Also, a total of 14 fertilizer and 19 pesticide plants were 
inspected/evaluated. These plant inspections are done to ensure that 
manufacturers, formulators, and users complied with standards on 
industrial and occupational health and safety. 


II. Training, Accreditation, Information Dissemination 
and Extension Support 

A mandatory requirement of the FPA for accreditation and licensing is 
attendance to its training and accreditation program for different 
handlers. 



Summary of Accreditation, Trainings and Symposia, FY 2008 


Description 

No. 

conducted 

No. of 

Accredited Safety Dispenser (ASD) 

36 

1,432 

Accredited Responsible Care Officer 
(ARCO) Training 

2 

115 

Accredited Responsible Care Officer 
(ARCO) Symposium 

2 

142 

Accredited Fertilizer and Pesticide 
Researchers’ Training 

2 

63 

Accredited Fertilizer and Pesticide 
Researchers’ Symposium 

1 

14 

Certified Pesticide Applicator (CPA) 



- Fumigator 

2 

71 

_w----— 

- Agricultural Exterminator 

5 

104 

Certified Pesticide Applicator Symposium 

7 

450 

Mango Contractor 

3 

_ 

132 

TOTAL 

| 60 

2,523 
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Rapid Composting Technology Transfer 





To counterbalance the high cost of 
inorganic fertilizer, trainings on 
rapid composting technology were 
conducted in 10 priority GMA corn 
areas with assistance by funds from 
the DA-GMA-Corn Program. The 10 
trainings conducted were attended 
by 655 participants from the LGUs, 
extension workers, and farmer 
leaders. 



In support of the FIELDS banner 
program of the DA on fertilizer, the 
FPA provided support to the Fertilizer 
Subsidy Program of the DA. The 
Agency provided listings of FPA 
licensed fertilizer handlers nationwide 
where the farmers can purchase their 
fertilizers. 



III. Policy Support and Advocacy 


Consultative meetings and forums were conducted and participated 
in by the FPA on MRL issue involving okra, mango, asparagus, 
banana and pineapple that are being exported to Japan. 

On aerial spraying issue on banana plantations, the FPA attended 
the hearings and presented the regulatory process of the FPA 
particularly on pesticide registration. 

In view of the serious threat of “brontispa” infestation in coconut, 
the FPA granted an emergency use permit for Actara to be used for 
the control of “brontispa” infestation. 











2008 FPA Annual Report 


• The FPA Board approved the proposal of Congressman Mark 
Cojuangco on the amendment to the FPA Rules and Regulations on 
Fertilizer to address the issue on high fertilizer costs through the 
availability of alternative products to trigger competition as well as 
to streamline and rationalize its rules and regulations to enforce 
global competitiveness. 


• The FPA put-up an information 
booth during the Agrilink 08 
Trade and Exhibit held at the 
World Trade Center, Pasay City 
on October 2008. 



• The Princess of the Stars disaster and the resultant endosulfan 
issue inadvertently placed the FPA in the limelight through the 
agency’s pronouncement of scientific and correct information and 
assessment of the status and condition of 10 M/T of endosulfan 
that was part of the cargo of the sunken ship. FPA’s official 
statements dispelled the scare that ensued from information 
declared by personalities who are not privy to such a situation 
which was further aggravated by media hype. The FPA provided 
technical assistance to the Princess of the Stars Task Force on 
endosulfan issue. The FPA was with the Task Force until after the 
endosulfan cargo was retrieved and secured in an area where it may 
pose no immediate hazard to public health and the environment. 


The FPA likewise took the initiative and acted on the following: 

• Proposal for setting up of Vapor Heat Treatment facility for fruitfly 
management and capacity building for quality standards of 
agricultural produce. 

• Establishment of MRL on mango, okra and asparagus 

• Institution of a Pesticide Code of Regulatory Practice 

• Pilot project on empty pesticide container retrieval and management 

• Additional guidelines on pesticide data protection relatively, the 
Third Party Authorization (TPA). 

• Supplemental guidelines on product stewardship program. 
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IV. Project Implementation and International Commitment 


The DFIMDP supported the 12 th ASEAN Expert Working Group on 
Pesticide MRL Workshop January 14-18, 2008 which was participated 
by Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. It was jointly sponsored by 
Croplife Asia and Croplife Philippines in cooperation with FPA. 
During the workshop the following were accomplished which are 
related to the concerns on Maximum Residue Limits (MRL) and are 
also concerns under the DFIMDP: 



r? 








Establishment of ASEAN MRL for some pesticide-crop 
combinations 

Listing of pesticide for review by various technical group of the 
participating ASEAN countries 

Regional collaboration in the generation of residue trial data for 
harmonization 

Review of the principle for harmonization of ASEAN MRLs. 



The FPA, JICA and the 
Kingdom of Cambodia have 
formed an agreement of 
technical assistance to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry with regards to the 
operationalization of their 
laboratory and capacity 
building of staff on 
regulations. 



The FPA collaborated and acted as a working party to the local and 
international government organizations and agreements on various 
concerns: namely; DA/NMAT, World Bank/DA/DFIMDP, PNP- 

NALECC, Consumerwatch, GMA Rice, Corn and HVCC, NAFC Sub¬ 
committees on Crops, Rice, Corn, Tipid Abono, Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (POPs) of UNEP, Philippine Ozone Desk of Environmental 
Management Bureau, EMB/DENR, DTI, CROPLIFE, Bureau of 
Customs on single Window. The FPA has continuously conducted 
consultation meetings/ dialogues with the fertilizer and pesticide 
industry on issues and concerns that affected the industries. 
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Fiscal Performance 



For the year 2008, total obligations incurred for current operating 
expenses was P43, 477,701 while the total obligations for the 
completion of FPA’s laboratory building under the continuing 
appropriation amounted to P27,782,042. 

Operation consisting of industiy control and evaluation and 
enforcement of rules and regulations comprised of 60% of current 
operating expenses. Expenses related to the general administration 
and support to operations covered 33% and 7% respectively. 



The agency income derived from fertilizer and pesticide registration, 
licensing, fines, penalties and processing of various endorsements 
and certifications amounted P34,835 million or 118% of estimated 
income for the year P29.552 million. 
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2003 FERTILIZER SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
By Grads and by Month 
Volume in Metric Ton 
PRELIMINARY 


GRADE 

PRODUCTION 

IMPORTS 

SALES 

IMPORTS 

46-0-0 


710,402.30 

192.736,05 

37,743.00 

21-0-0 

7,740.00 

343,031,75 

57,14046 

31,425.00 

25-0-0 


33,166.75 



16-20-0 

49,578,20 

127,775.70 

130,197.42 


20-10-0 

6,230,60 


4,670.10 


18-46-0 


88,570,00 

5,042.70 

4,500,00 

G-0-60 


176,235,00 

41,493.26 


0-0-50 

12,770,88 

98.72 

5,533.05 

7,257,00 

0-18-0 

929.00 


1,046.30 


4-0-48 


83.82 



kno 3 


3,735.00 

1,448,20 


CaNOj 


9,014.07 

6,940.00 


NaN0 3 


214,50 



6-9-15 

916.00 


683.20 


6-30-30 


3,992,00 



7-14-23 

3,815.00 


3,251.60 


9-45-15 


23,134.00 



10-10-20 

968,60 


826.84 


14-34-0 




25,251.00 

10-15-20 

2,189.00 


2,067.55 


12-12-12 

8,769.20 


7,051,75 


12-11-18 


144.00 

51,34 


12-12-17 

922,40 


256.80 


14-5-20 

492.00 


128.58 


14-14-14 

158,146.60 

44,154.50 

188,877.00 


14-10-14 

3,949,20 


1,520.45 


14-34-0 • 


5,320.05 


5,245.06 

15-0-15 

425.60 




15-15-30 


039.59 

102.59 


16-8-8 

1.604.00 


2.542.30 


16-16-13 




80,325.00 

16-16-16 


16,91303 

2,677.20 


16-44-0 




4,010.00 

17-0-17 

13,216.60 


11,616.00 


17-7-17 

9,297.30 


8,573.72 


7-14-23 



3,251.60 


19-19-19 


19S.D0 



20-5-3 


51.89 



20-20-20 


111 -56 

45.57 


30-10-10 


23,133.00 



Kieserite 

5,145.60 


5,269.90 


ZnSQ 4 


4,382.00 



FeSO< 


seo.oo 



mso A 


123.00 



Mg SO* 


611.60 



CuSO„ 


641.92 



CaCI 


63.G0 



Boron 


606.50 



Phosphoric Acid 


110.40 



Sulfuric Acid 


31,602.05 



Phosrock 


236,640,18 



Anhydrous Ammonia 


43,864.40 



Sulphur 


70,398.19 


p 

TOTAL 

287,105.70 

2,005,522.46 

GB5.047.23 

195,756.00 


Note; Last updated - March 17, 2009 

Lacking reports from: Modem Time, La Filtpiua, Agrolech, PPCI, Dana! and Philphos Sales report. 

















































































































































